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Use your senses

ά²Ŝ ƻƴƭȅ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜέΧΧΧ 9ƳŜǊǎƻƴ



The Chesapeake 
Tidewater 
and 
Piedmont 
Provinces



The Chesapeake 
Watershed



Physiographic 
Provinces

Where is the:

Plateau
Valley and Ridge
Piedmont
Coastal Plain
Limit of Glaciation



What does it mean to 
άǎŀǾŜ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜέ ƛƴ ŀ 
dynamic ecosystem?

ÅEastern Woodlands

ÅNative Americans - selective harvesting

ÅAgricultural Era - Lumber, tobacco, wheat, corn, soybeans, dairy

ÅIndustrial Era ςMining, railroads, canals, smelting and refining

ÅResource Mgmt - Soil conservation, reforestation, wetlands

ÅPost-war Boom ςPopulation explosion, suburbanization, Interstate 
highway system, planned cities

Å2050 Vision ςWet, dry, crowded?



Exploitation



Agricultural Age and 
Industrial Age



Conservation, Preservation, and Stewardship
ÅEmerson and Thoreau

ÅJohn Wesley Powell  - USGS

ÅJohn Muir

ÅPinchot, Teddy, FDR, CCC

ÅFred BesleyςMaryland State Forests

Cultural Shift - They helped us 
understand, appreciate, and preserve the 
wonders of natureςƛǘΩǎ ŀ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜΦ



ά²Ŝ ƻƴƭȅ ǘŀƪŜ ŎŀǊŜ 

of the places we loveΦέ



Park Advocates

ÅProgressive Era ς1890s to 1920s
ÅRobert Garret ς1896 Olympic Athlete/outdoor enthusiast

ÅOlmsteadsςGreenbelt Plans

ÅBloedePower and Water Supply Companies

ÅForestry Management comes to MD - Fred Besleyς1906 to 1942
ÅPromoted roughing it, trails, camping, picnics

ÅFDR New Deal and the CCC in 1930s
ÅPark Infrastructure at Hilton, Glen Artney, Orange Grove

ÅKarl Pfeiffer ςMr Patapsco 1913 to 1959 ςgrowing need for open space



Patapsco Valley 
State Park History

Å1944 ς1526 acres

Å1964 ς6571 acres

Å2016 ς14,340 acres

Prior to 1965 funding from MD General Assembly and private sources

1965 ςFederal Land and Water Conservation Funds 

1969 ςMaryland Program Open Space

State Champions - Marvin Mandel, Bill James, and Jim Clark



Dams, towns, bridges, roads ςshaping the valley
Å38 Mills just on the Patapsco River

ÅFloods in 1817, 1837, 1868,1901, 1917, 1923, 1938, 1942, 1952, 1956, 1972, 1975, 1989, 2011, 
2016, and 2018.

ÅTowns of Elkridge, Ellicott City, Sykesville 

ÅOrange Grove ςfire (1856 ς1905)

ÅDaniels Town ςman (1810 - 1968)

ÅHockley Damςnear viaduct

ÅAvalon Dam and Bridge ςAgnes

ÅRiver Road - Agnes

ÅUnion ςman ς2010 - fishpassage

ÅThistle Mill ςman - 2010

ÅBloedeςman ς2018

ÅDaniels Dam - ??



Selected Groups and Actions

Å1944 -1980 - New Cut Road landfill 
Å1955 ςMD health department ordered EC to stop dumping raw sewage intoriver
Å1955 - HC CommissionerNorman E. Moxleycreated first subdivision, Normandy Hts
Å1960s ςHCCA - Zoning Battles to reduce minimum lot size Ąmore land for park
Å1968 - Greater Patapsco Community Assoc- Stump-dump, devel, SWM, dumping
Å1989 ςFormation of Land Trusts- Rockburnand HC Conservancy
Å1997 - Friends of the Patapsco Valley State Park
ÅPatapsco Heritage Greenway
ÅWaste Not! Carroll
Å2004 - Save Belmont Campaign and Save RockburnPark (from HS)
Å1998 - Catonsville Rails to Trails 
Å2009 - Catonsville Tree Canopy
ÅCounty and State Env., Sustainability, Green, Watershed, and Climate initiatives

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norman_E._Moxley


What have U.S. done
in the past 50 years?

ÅEPA - 1970

ÅPesticides

ÅClean Air Act

ÅClean Water

ÅToxic Substances Control Act

ÅAg Pres., Wetlands, Forest Cons.

ÅStorm water Management

ÅParis Agreement

Cultural Shift - AwarenessĄLawsĄRegulationsĄEnforcementĄ

LawsuitsĄAcceptanceĄBenefits



What are we Saving?

ÅPSA v The West

ÅAgricultural Lands

ÅOpen Spaces

ÅSuburbs

ÅDowntown

ÅRoutes 1 and 40

ÅHistoric Sites ςOld EC, Doughoregan, Savage Mill

ÅHistoric Dams - Bloede, Union, Simkins, Daniels



What We Have Tried

ÅLand Preservation ςForest, Agriculture, Wetland, Soils

ÅParks and Open Space Mgmt

ÅWatershed Mgmt

ÅWildlife Mgmt

ÅNative Plants

ÅSustainability Office



Past Preservation Efforts
ÅAg Preservation efforts ςFederal, State, County, and Conservancy efforts

ÅJim Clark passed use of the transfer tax (1/2% tax on all real estate 
transactions) to fund land preservation programs: Program Open Space 
and MALPF

ÅLiz Bobocreated the installment purchase programs



Rural Preservation Tools

Agricultural Easements

ÅHoward County Agricultural Land Preservation Program (ALPP)

ÅMaryland Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation (MALPF)

ÅHoward County Dedicated Preservation Parcels

ÅRural Legacy Easements

Other Preservation

ÅDonated Conservation Easements (HCC, MET, MHT)

ÅState, WSSC & County - Parks & Green Space



Protected Acres as of December 1, 2018
Subtotal Agricultural Easements

Subtotal Other Rural Easements

Total Easements

Parks, WSSC and Open Space

TOTAL

22,798

10,162

32,960

10,525

43,485 acres

This total is 
roughly 46% 
of the land in 
the Rural West



We have accomplished
ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŘŜŀƭΣ ōǳǘΧ

Is it enough?


