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A) NEIGHBORHOOD CHARACTERISTICS

The NSA is composed of six components:

uNeighborhood Characteristics:

uNeighborhoods are an important focus for subwatershed 

restoration, as they are the fundamental unit for residential source 

control.

uYards and Lawns:

u At least 10 different behaviors in the yard can have an impact on 

subwatershed quality.

uDriveways, Sidewalks, and, Curbs:

u Provide a direct link to the street and stormdrain system.

uRooftops:

u Provide pollutants, as well as energy (water velocity) that impacts 

water quality.

uCommon Areas:

uOpen space can create problems from poor landscaping practices, 

pets, and lack of residential responsible behavior.

uRecommended Actions and Neighborhood Indexes.

u Pollution Severity Index

uRestoration Opportunity Index

NOTE: Remember to ALWAYSfollow the stormdrain system to 

discharge point from community to assess runoff impact.

HTTPS://SSA.MAPS.ARCGIS.COM/APPS/VIEW/INDEX.

HTML?APPID=E5EB60608985496981914BF6DBFAF420

https://ssa.maps.arcgis.com/apps/View/index.html?appid=e5eb60608985496981914bf6dbfaf420


HOW NEIGHBORHOOD 
SOURCE ASSESSMENT 

ARE REQUESTED

ÅHTTP://WWW.HOWARDWSA.ORG/

ÅHTTP://WWW.HOWARDWSA.ORG/

NEIGHBORHOOD-ASSESSMENT/

http://www.howardwsa.org/
http://www.howardwsa.org/neighborhood-assessment/


NEIGHBORHOOD 
SOURCE ASSESSMENT 

PROCESS

RECEIVE RECORD RESPOND
uRequested 

information: 

name, address, 

email address, 

phone number, 

best time to reach 

client, description 

of problem is 

captured on 

website and 

forwarded to 

coordinator.

uRequest that 

the community 

representative 

complete and 

sign the 

required 

release of 

liability 

document. The 

request is 

entered into the 

database by 

webmaster or 

coordinator.

uA team of MWS 

will be created to 

conduct the NSA.

uThe program 

coordinator will 

present the final 

assessment results 

to the community 

board/HOA.

uWSA will extend 

invitation into 

HOA mentorship 

program.



RELEASE OF LIABILITY 
FOR 

NEIGHBORHOOD SOURCE 
ASSESSMENT



A) NEIGHBORHOOD CHARACTERISTICS

uIn the first two boxes you will add the information that 

you obtain from desktop analysis or from the 

community.

uAge of the neighborhood

uTax maps/plats

uHomeowner, Townhome, Condominium Association

uNon-Profit status 

uType of residential property

uGarage or Basement

uPublic Utilities

uSewer or Septic 

uPublic water or Private well

uIndex of Infill, Redevelopment and Remodeling. If more 

than 10% of the homes in a neighborhood fall into this 

category, it suggests that construction could be a 

significant pollution source

u Infill: development on lots previously undeveloped

uRedevelopment: renovated, expanded or restored

uRemodel: addition of deck, garage, or outbuilding



Neighborhood Source Assessment NSA

WATERSHED: SUBWATERSHED : UNIQUE SITE ID:

DATE : / / ASSESSED BY: CAMERA ID: PIC#:

A. NEIGHBORHOOD CHARACTERIZATION

Neighborhood/SubdivisionName: Neighborhood Area(acres) 

If unknown, address (or streets) surveyed:

HomeownersAssociation? Y N Unknown  If yes, name andcontact information:  

Residential  (circle average single family lot size):

Single Family Attached (Duplexes, Row Homes)  <ȧ ȧ   ı   ӎ  ӎ acre Multifamily (Apts, Townhomes, Condos)  

SingleFamilyDetached <¼ ¼ ½   1  >1  acre Mobile HomePark

Estimated Ageof Neighborhood: years Percent of Homeswith Garages: % With Basements % INDEX *

SewerService? Y N ¹

Index of Infill, Redevelopment, andRemodeling No Evidence <5% of units 5-10% >10% ¹

Record percent observed for each of the following indicators,  

depending on applicability and/or sitecomplexity
Percentage Comments/Notes

B. YARD AND LAWN CONDITIONS

B1. % of lot with imperviouscover

B2. % of lot with grasscover > 50% ¹

B3. % of lot with landscaping (e.g., mulched bedareas) <25% Ï

B4. % of lot with baresoil >50% ¹

*Note: B1 through B4 must total100%

B5. % of lot with forestcanopy <40% Ï

B6. Evidence of permanent irrigation or ñnon-targetòirrigation >15% ¹

B7. Proportion of total neighborhood turf lawns with following  

managementstatus:

High: >20% ¹

Med:  

Low:  

B8. Outdoorswimmingpools? Y N CanôtTell Estimated# >10% ¹

B9. Junk or trashin yards? Y N CanôtTell >25% ¹

C. DRIVEWAYS , SIDEWALKS , AND CURBS

C1.  % of driveways thatareimpervious N/A

C2. DrivewayCondition Clean Stained Dirty Breaking up ANY ONE >25% ¹

C3.  Are sidewalkspresent? Y N  If yes, are they on one sideof street or along bothsides

Spotless Covered with lawn clippings/leaves Receiving ónon-targetô irrigation>25% ¹

What is the distance between the sidewalkandstreet? ft. >25% w/ > 6ft Ï

Is pet waste present in thisarea? Y N N/A > 25% ¹

C4.  Is curb andgutterpresent? Y N If yes, check all thatapply:

CleanandDry Flowing or standingwater Long-term car parking Sediment >25% ¹

Organic matter, leaves,lawn clippings Trash, litter, or debris Overheadtree canopy >25% Ï

* INDEX: ¹ denotes potential pollution source; Ï denotes a neighborhood restorationopportunity



B) YARDS AND LAWNS

uIn the third box you will be assessing yard and lawn 

conditions.

uConduct estimate of five possible lot cover types.

u Impervious cover, any surface that cannot absorb or 

infiltrate rainfall.

uLandscaped cover, mulched beds, with plants, or small 

trees.

uPercentage of bare soil.

uPercentage of grass cover.

u Turf management status

uHigh input: well-manicured, lush, dense, weed free, 

etc.

uMedium input: in between high and low

u Low input: opposite of high input

NOTE: The above cover percentages must equal 100 %.

uForest canopy, lot area covered by trees with six inch 

diameter or greater.

uSwimming pools, junk or trash

u Illegal to discharge chlorinated water to Maryland water 

bodies.



Neighborhood Source Assessment NSA

D. ROOFTOPS

D1. Downspouts are directly connected to storm drains or sanitarysewer >25% / >25% Ï ¹

D2. Downspouts are directed to impervioussurface

D3. Downspouts discharge to perviousarea

D4. Downspouts discharge to a cistern, rain barrel,etc.

*Note: C1 through C4 should total100%

D5.  Lawn area present downgradient of leader forrain garden? Y N > 25% Ï

E. COMMON AREAS

E1.  Stormdraininlets? Y N  If yes, aretheystenciled? Y N Condition: Clean Dirty 10% stenciled Ï

Catchbasinsinspected? Y N  If yes, include Unique Site ID fromSSDsheet: 3òaccumulation ¹

E2. Storm waterpond? Y N Is it a wet pond or dry pond? Is it overgrown? Y N  

What is the estimatedpondarea? <1 acre about1 acre > 1 acre
Ï

E3. OpenSpace? Y N   If yes, is pet wastepresent? Y N dumping? Y N >40% one or 25% both ¹

Buffers/floodplainpresent: Y N  If yes, isencroachmentevident? Y N

F. INITIAL NEIGHBORHOOD ASSESSMENT ANDRECOMMENDATIONS

Based on field observations, this neighborhood has significant indicators for the following: (check all that apply)

Nutrients Oil andGrease Trash/Litter Bacteria Sediment Other ANY SELECTED ¹

RecommendedActions

SpecificAction

Onsite retrofit potential?

Better lawn/landscaping practice?  

Better management of commonspace?

Pondretrofit?

Multi -family Parking LotRetrofit?

Otheraction(s) 

Describe Recommended Actions:

Initial Assessment

NSA Pollution SeverityIndex

Severe (More than 10 circles checked)  

High (5 to 10 circles checked)  

Moderate (Fewer than 5 circleschecked)

None (No circleschecked)

Neighborhood Restoration Opportunity Index  

High (More than 5 diamonds checked)  

Moderate (3-5 diamondschecked)

Low (Fewer than 3 diamondschecked)

A-9

NOTES:


